Conwy Valley Ramblers Newsletter
Winter 2023 
         2023 has seen Conwy Valley Ramblers organising a wide variety of walks, 52 in number,  throughout the year. The membership stands at well over 200 (2022 – 233). There have been walks every week, sometimes two, with group numbers ranging from 3 to over 20. Many thanks to the volunteer Walk Leaders who have generously given up their time to organise, check out and lead these walks for us; it is at the heart of what the Ramblers are for, and is greatly appreciated. Many thanks also to members helping out on the monthly Pathwork Days, clearing many paths and maintaining stiles and waymarkers. 
             This year’s away-trip to Chorley, organised by Dave and Ruth Connolly in April, was thoroughly enjoyed by 11 members, so it’s many thanks to Dave and Ruth for a trip that was thoroughly enjoyed by all, with many photos of the holiday available on our website and facebook page.
     The Conwy Valley Ramblers Annual Lunch was held on Sunday 29th January at a new venue for us, the Penrhyn Arms, Penrhynside. and 23 members enjoyed, following a 3 mile walk over the Little Orme and Angel Bay led by Joanna as an appetiser, a sociable time and a good value meals. The 2024 Annual Lunch will be held on Thursday 22nd February at the North Wales Golf Club, near Maesdu Bridge on Bryniau Road, Llandudno. See the form below for more details.
     More thanks are due to  Joanna Slattery and Shaun Layton for maintaining the Conwy Valley Ramblers website (conwyvalleyra.org.uk), used so frequently by both local members and visitors, and available for publicising walks which Walk Leaders may wish to put on after the Walks Handbook has been printed. The website continues to be a ‘mine of information’, containing all sorts of information, from contact details to public transport, and is regularly updated, including photos taken on walks and pathwork sessions.
     Shaun and Christine Layton, along with Dave Connolly, have continued to manage the popular Conwy Valley Ramblers facebook page, which has now well over 300 members, giving the Ramblers locally a very wide coverage. This gives a similar coverage of walks and events as the website, and so is an alternative means of getting in touch with people, and people getting in touch with us.
    Shaun has taken on the important responsibility for Programme Coordination of Walks –  many thanks to Shaun for sorting out the various walks for the Handbook, ensuring that all the details go out to members, with a variety of dates.
     Thankyou to Dave Connolly for having taken on the role of  Treasurer for our group (and also, of course, thanks go to our auditor, Roger Lee), enabling the group to function smoothly and properly. As with most good things, they work well because the organising that goes into it doesn’t get noticed! Dave has now introduced internet banking into the position, which will facilitate the handling of finances in general. 
     This year’s AGM saw 15 members in attendance. The meeting thanked Margaret Norwood, who has decided to step down from the role of Publicity Officer and committee member, for her decades of valuable support, helping shape the Association from its early days. Thanks  go to Dave Connnolly for taking on the post of Membership Secretary from this year. Well over £150 was raised for a donation to the Llanberis Mountain Rescue Team. Full details of the AGM can be found on our website.
         So, to end this Newsletter, it’s a “Thank you” to all who have made the walks that have taken place this year enjoyable and interesting. Let’s hope for many more in 2024!     
                                                                                             Kevin Slattery, Chair.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Conwy Valley Ramblers Annual Lunch    Thursday 22nd February 2024  1pm
North Wales Golf Club, Bryniau Road, near Maesdu Bridge, Llandudno.  
Please make your menu choices from the list below and send to kevinslattery1@yahoo.co.uk  Price : £20    Please pay by bank transfer if possible to The Ramblers Association (lw2) Conwy Valley Group Rcn 1093577. Account no.  20115360 Sort Code 60 83 01 Please use as Reference your name + MEAL
Any cheques should be made payable to Conwy Valley Ramblers and sent to me at 15 Vicarage Avenue, Llandudno, LL30 1PS.                                  The deadline for Menu Choices and payment is Monday 12th February.
For those wishing to do the traditional pre-lunch 3 mile appetiser, it will start at 11.00 from the lunch venue and will be led by Joanna.
Starter: Soup of the Day  OR  Tempura Prawns, side salad and chilli dip
Main course: Roast Pork,stuffing and apple sauce OR Roast Beef and Yorkshire pudding OR Vegetarian Lasagne, side salad and garlic bread
Dessert:Apple & mixed berry crumble and custard OR Strawberries & ice cream 
