Conwy Valley Ramblers Chairman’s Report 2025 
         In 2025 Conwy Valley Ramblers have organised and led a large number of walks, varied both in distance and terrain. With the membership continuing at well over 200, the group remains in a healthy state. Almost every week there has been a walk, sometimes a weekday and sometimes at the weekend, with groups  from 3 to over 20. Of course, many thanks to the volunteer Walk Leaders who have generously given up their time to organise, check out and lead these walks for us to make it all possible; it is what the Ramblers are for, and should be greatly appreciated.

        The Annual Lunch this year, on Thursday 5th February, was again held at a new venue for us, the Penmaenmawr Golf Club, and following an interesting 3 mile walk around the area led by Dave Connolly as an appetiser, 23 members enjoyed a sociable time and  good value meals. The 2026 Annual Lunch will take place on Thursday February 26th at the Waterloo Hotel, Betws y Coed at 1pm, with all details of menu and prices  published on our website later this autumn.

      We are indebted to Dave and Ruth Connolly for organising and leading a 2025 away-holiday to the Porthmadog area earlier this year, which proved to be another thoroughly enjoyable experience for the 16  members who participated.
       Shaun Layton and Dave Connolly  have continued to manage the popular Conwy Valley Ramblers facebook page, which has now over 500 members, giving the Ramblers locally a very wide coverage. This gives a similar coverage of walks and events as the official website, and so is an alternative means of getting in touch with people, and people getting in touch with us.

    Shaun continues with the important responsibility for Programme Coordination of Walks – many thanks to Shaun for sorting out the various walks information  in advance, ensuring that all the details go on the website and the Facebook page. This  makes it so simple for both members and the general public to access our walks and pathwork events.

      As  in previous years, thanks are due to Shaun for putting the valuable Walks information on the  Conwy Valley Ramblers website (conwyvalleyra.org.uk), and also to Joanna Slattery for putting  photos of Walks and Footpath work on to the website, for maintaining a a considerable photographic  record of the group, for  putting on the maps of routes used in walks (which are available to anyone with the Ordnance Survey app), and, last but not least, for generally maintaining the website used so frequently by both local members and visitors. The website continues to be a ‘mine of information’, containing all sorts of information, from contact details to public transport, and is regularly updated, including  photos  taken on walks and pathwork sessions.

     Thankyou to Dave Connolly for continuing with the role of  Treasurer for our group (and also, of course, our auditor, Roger Lee), enabling the group to function smoothly and properly. As with most good things, they work well because the organising that goes into it doesn’t get noticed! The facility of internet banking, introduced by Dave a couple of years ago, continues to speed up and simplify the  handling and paying-in  of money to the group. Thanks to Dave also for continuing with the responsibility of Membership Secretary, ensuring that we have fully up to date information on members old and new.

    As always, a big general Thank you to the members of the committee : Dave Connolly, Shaun Layton and Joanna Slattery, all of whom give up their time for the behind-the-scenes work with no remuneration or perks.  We are still without a Secretary, which means that some things can inevitably ‘fall through the net’, so any member who would like to take up this position, or simply join the committee, is welcome to contact me at any time.                                         On a similar note, we are still without a Footpath Secretary to take care of the administrative  side of path maintenance – although we maintain footpaths regularly, we currently do not have anyone to liaise with Conwy Council  in a situation where a landowner, for example, claims that “the map is wrong – there’s no public  footpath here so that’s why I’ve put up the fence”. Again, anyone wishing to take on this responsibility can contact me about it.  

     Finally, another big Thank you to all who have taken part in any of this year’s walks and made them interesting and fun. I’m certain that there will be more of the same in 2026!     

                                                 Kevin Slattery, Chair.
