Conwy Valley Ramblers Winter Newsletter 2024 

         In 2024 there has been a wide variety of walks organised by Conwy Valley Ramblers, both in distance and terrain. With the membership at 225, an increase of 3 from last year’s figure, the group remains in a healthy state. There have been walks every week, with group numbers ranging from 3 to over 20. As always, many thanks to the volunteer Walk Leaders who have generously given up their time to organise, check out and lead these walks for us; it is at the heart of what the Ramblers are for, and is greatly appreciated.
        The Conwy Valley Ramblers Annual Lunch this year was held on Thursday 22nd February at a new venue for us, the North Wales Golf Club, Llandudno. and following a 3 mile walk over the Vardre led by Joanna as an appetiser, 19 members enjoyed a sociable time and  good value meals. 
       The 2025 Annual Lunch will held at another new venue for us : the Penmaenmawr Golf Club. It will take place on Wednesday 5th February, at 1pm. There will be the traditional ‘appetiser’ walk beforehand, approximately 3 miles in length, starting from the Golf Club car park at 11am. The booking details are included with this Newsletter.
      Thank you to Dave and Ruth Connolly for having offered to organise a 2025 away-holiday to the Porthmadog area, which  is due to take place in April, and will undoubtedly be another thoroughly enjoyable experience.
     Once again thanks are due to Shaun Layton  and Joanna Slattery for maintaining the Conwy Valley Ramblers website (conwyvalleyra.org.uk), used so frequently by both local members and visitors, and available for publicising walks which Walk Leaders may wish to put on when convenient and appropriate. The website continues to be a ‘mine of information’, from contact details to public transport, and is regularly updated, including  photos  taken on walks and pathwork sessions.
     Shaun and Christine Layton, along with Dave Connolly,  have continued to manage the popular Conwy Valley Ramblers facebook page, which has now over 500 members, giving the Ramblers locally a very wide coverage. This gives a similar coverage of walks and events as the website, and so is an alternative means of getting in touch with people, and people getting in touch with us.
    Shaun continues with the important responsibility for Programme Coordination of Walks – many thanks to Shaun for sorting out the various walks as the information is supplied to him, ensuring that all the details go out to members, with a variety of dates.
     Thank you to Dave Connolly for continuing with the role of  Treasurer for our group (and also, of course, our auditor, Roger Lee), enabling the group to function smoothly and properly, and ensuring that our funds remain at a stable level. As with most good things, they work well because the organising that goes into it doesn’t get noticed! The facility of internet banking, introduced by Dave last year, greatly assists the handling and paying-in  of money to the group. Dave also earns our gratitude for taking on the responsibility of Membership Secretary, ensuring that we have fully up to date information on members old and new.
    Thank you also to the members of the committee :  Dave Connolly, Shaun Layton and Joanna Slattery.  We are still without a Secretary, so any member who would like to take up this position, or simply join the committee, is welcome to contact me at any time. 
     Finally then, thankyou to all who have made the walks that have taken place this year enjoyable and interesting. Let’s have many more in 2025!     
                                                                                             Kevin Slattery, Chair.


2025 Annual Lunch at the Penmaenmawr Golf Club      Wednesday 5th February at 1pm
£20     (please transfer by BACS to  The Ramblers Association    60 83 01 Account no.   20115360      Ref 2025 Meal)
 There is an optional 3 mile walk starting at 11am from Golf Club car park. 
Please email your menu choices to me at kevinslattery1@yahoo.co.uk                 (Deadline : 27th January)
Starter : French Onion Soup   or      Prawn Cocktail
Main : Roast Chicken, chips and peas or Homemade Beef & ale pie & chips or  Homemade Chicken Curry & rice  or  Vegetable Lasagne & Garlic Bread
Dessert : Chocolate Fudge cake & ice cream  or  Apple pie & custard
 

