Conwy Valley Ramblers Chairman’s Report 2022 
         After a bit of a ‘bumpy start’ to the year, with another coronavirus scare lasting a month or so, 2022 has seen Conwy Valley Ramblers get back to something more like the organisation it was before the pandemic. The membership stands at 233 (2021 – 237). There have been walks every week, sometimes two, with group numbers ranging from 3 to over 20. Many thanks to the volunteer Walk Leaders who have generously given up their time to organise, check out and lead these walks for us; it is at the heart of what the Ramblers are for, and is greatly appreciated.
       I cannot allow this Report to go without a tribute to Andy Wilson, who very sadly passed away earlier this year. Andy was a very valuable part of our Ramblers group, both in terms of the active roles he played as Programme Coordinator, Committee member, Pathwork member and, with Jean, frequent Away-trip Organiser and Walk Leader, and in terms of lending a gently humourous and positive approach to his presence in general. Andy will be greatly missed.
      This year’s away-trip to Monmouthshire, organised by Andy and Jean, but, due to Andy’s illness, generously led at the last minute by Dave and Ruth Connolly in April, was thoroughly enjoyed by 11 members...well, at first, anyway, because the ‘dreaded virus’ struck again, this time hitting Dave and Ruth, so that Shaun and Chris were the next to volunteer to continue to lead the walks! All ended well, so many thanks to Dave, Ruth, Shaun and Chris. For an away trip in 2023, Dave and Ruth are currently considering one: more details will become available accordingly, in due course. Many thanks to Dave and Ruth for looking into that; no easy task!
     The Conwy Valley Ramblers Annual Lunch was held on Thursday 17th February at a new venue for us, the Station Hotel, Llandudno Junction. and 16 members enjoyed, following a 3 mile walk along the West Shore Path as an appetiser, a sociable time and a good value meals. Members will, of course, be updated when the details for the 2023 Annual Lunch become available.
     More thanks are due to Joanna Slattery for maintaining the Conwy Valley Ramblers website (conwyvalleyra.org.uk), used so frequently by both local members and visitors, and available for publicising walks which Walk Leaders may wish to put on after the deadline for the Walks Handbook has been printed. The website continues to be a ‘mine of information’, containing all sorts of information, from contact details to public transport, and is regularly updated, including photos taken on walks and pathwork sessions. Also thank you to Margaret Norwood for her regular publicity of Walks in the North Wales Weekly News.
     Shaun and Christine Layton have very successfully led and maintained a new venture for us by setting up a Conwy Valley Ramblers facebook page, which has, in less than a year, gained well over 250 members, giving the Ramblers locally a very wide coverage. This gives a similar coverage of walks and events as the website, and so is another means of getting in touch with people, and people getting in touch with us.
    Shaun and Joanna have taken on the important responsibility for Programme Coordination of Walks – many thanks to Shaun for sorting out the various walks for the Handbook, ensuring that all the details go out to members, with a variety of dates.
     Thank you also to Jean Wilson for once again devoting her continual time and valuable behind-the-scenes work as Treasurer for our group (and also, of course, our auditor, Roger Lee), enabling the group to function smoothly and properly. As with most good things, they work well because the organising that goes into it doesn’t get noticed! After several years of  dedicating herself to this responsibility, Jean has decided that it is time for another member to fill the post, so we express our gratitude to Jean for all the time she has given to this role. If there is another member who would be interested in taking on the role of Treasurer, it would be very welcome; Jean will be very happy to help that person to get to know what needs doing as Treasurer. 
          Thank you also to the members of the committee: Jean Wilson, Margaret Norwood, Doreen White, Dave Connolly, Shaun Layton and Joanna Slattery.  We are without a Secretary, Membership Secretary and Treasurer, so any member who would like to take up one of these positions, or simply join the committee, is welcome to contact me at any time. 
     So, to end this report, it’s a “Thank you” to all who have made the walks that have taken place this year enjoyable and interesting. Let’s hope for many more in 2023!     
      Keep taking the best medicine: walking with friends!
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                                Kevin Slattery, Chair.
