Conwy Valley Ramblers AGM Sat 19th Oct. 2pm
Welcome and congratulation to Margaret Norwood on her community award from Conwy Town Council. 
Apologies: MG; D C; J P; J B; DW;  8 members present and 2 visitors
Minutes were agreed, no matters arising.
Correspondence: Chris Vaughan’s email about proposed IT changes following widespread problems with website feeds after a recent upgrade. Agreed to support the letter- unanimous 

New membership leaflets- Margaret has received some, arranged to distribute them to walk leaders 

Chair’s report

The Chair thanked to our walk leaders for giving up their time in preparing and organising the walks and Andy Wilson for providing that invaluable tool – the handbook of walks (and online too,of course!). We are always ready to welcome new walk leaders, so if you wish to share one or two of your favourite walks please let us know! We always try to provide long and short, high and low walks, so whatever takes your fancy, there will be people who will want to join you.
He also thanked Jean and Andy Wilson for organising the away trip to Gargrave; and all the group officers and the members of the committee. We are still without a Secretary or a Membership Secretary, so any member who would like to take up one of these positions, or simply join the committee, is welcome to contact me at any time. 
Next year’s away visit will be in the Brecon Beacons, 27th April – 1st May ; see the website for further details.
Next January’s Annual Lunch will be on Tuesday 14th 2020 at the Eagles Hotel, Llanrwst booking details will be in the December newsletter and online.
More details will be in the Conwy Valley Newsletter that come with the Combined Walk Programme.
Programme Sec’s report. Oct 18 to Oct 19

It is one year less one day since our last AGM so the figures represent a true annual return.

There have been 87 walks since our last AGM including 2 cancelled due to bad weather. The above total included those in the Yorkshire trip at Gargrave. The average turnout has been 11, slightly up from last years 10. This is probably because we have put in a lesser number of walks but better spread out. We have not had the previous year’s concentrations of walks e.g. the walking festival and P’s mountain walking fortnight. They have been led by 14 different leaders-many thanks to them for leading the walks. In particular I would like to thank Margaret Norwood, who is hanging up her leaders boots, for all the fine walks she has led over so many years.

The total “rambling miles” was 6184.  Here are some Welsh paths we could have covered with these miles:- 
 Anglesey Coast Path, 121 miles, Around Idris 22 miles, Around the Rhinog’s 38 miles, Arrow Valley Trail 36 miles,  Bala Lake Circular, High Level 16 miles, Black Mountains traverse Challenge 24 miles, Black & White Village Trail 43 miles, Blue Remembered Hills Way 38 miles,  Borth to Devils Bridge trail 36 miles, Brecon Beacons Traverse 85 miles, Brecon beacons way 98 miles, Brenig Way 32 miles, Ceiriog trail 23 miles, Ceredigion Coast Path 58 miles, Cistercian Way 600 miles, Clwydian Way 117 Miles, Coast to Coast Snowdonia to the Gower 207 miles, Conwy Valley Way 94 miles, Dee Way 142 miles, Dee Valley Way 15 miles, Dyfi Valley Way 101 miles, Elan Valley Reservoir Challenge 17 miles, Epynt40 miles,  Way  Four Valley’s Path 19 miles, Dylan Thomas Trail 23 miles,  Glyderau Challenge Walk 16 miles, Glyndwr’s Way 135 miles, Gwastedyn Church Trail 33 miles, Heart Of Wales Line Trail 143 miles, Hiraethog Trail 43 miles, H M Stanley Trail 15 miles, Humphrey Kynaston Trail 46 miles, Offa’s Dyke Path 177 miles, Pererindod Melangell 16 miles, Landsker Borderlands Trail 58 miles,  Llangothllen Canak Walk 49 miles, Llyn Coast Path 92 miles,  Maelor Way 25 miles, Mary Jones Walk 27 miles, Mawddach Round 26 miles, Mawddach Trail 9 miles, Meirionydd Coast Walk 69 miles, Mines Moorland & Mountain 16 miles, Montgomery Canal 34 miles, Mortimer Trail 30 miles,  North Berwyn Way 15 miles, North Wales Castles Trail 216 miles, North Wales Castles Tour 9 miles, North Wales Path 60 miles, Pembrokeshire Coast Path 181 miles, The Pilgrims way 134 miles, Tigid Way 18 miles, Radnor Forest Ride 63 miles, Remote hostels of Mid Wales Trail 29 miles, Riversides Way 70 miles, Sarn Helen 146 miles, Sarn Sabrina Walk 25 miles, Severn way 223 miles, Snowdonia Slate Trail 83 miles, Snowdonia Round 47 miles, Snowdonia Challenge Walk 28 miles, Snowdonia Way 94 miles, Wales Coast Path, 870 miles, Walking Wales from End to End 346 miles, Wat’s Dyke Heritage Trail 68 miles, Welsh 3000’s 24 miles, Wild Edric’s Way 50 miles,  William Morgan Ride 57 miles, Welsh Rhino 18 miles, Wyche Way 75 miles, Wye to the Thames trail 120 miles, Ystwyth Trail 20 miles.

N.B. The Long Distance Walkers Association defines a long distance path as one where a publication is available somewhere at a reasonable cost. It lists 114 such paths in Wales with a total length of 9778 miles. 
Treasurer’s report
The accounts had been audited and sent to Area. Thanks to RL for this. The accounts were circulated. £1742 of which £592 is restricted funds for the Donate a Gate appeal.

Kevin will continue to chase the up the Donate a Gate as the delay is very frustrating. 

Footpath Sec’s report
One of the things that makes the Ramblers different to other Walking Groups is joining the county council in ensuring the maintenance of the paths that we walk on. Our Footpath Maintenance group has met monthly throughout the year, clearing footpaths, installing waymarker posts, erecting stiles and generally following up complaints and suggestions made regarding footpaths by members and by the general public. We welcome all members who wish to help out on the monthly Footpath Workdays; the details are published in advance on the website. The photos of each work session have been put on the website, thanks to Andy Wilson. Many thanks to all those members who have helped out during the year.
(November 2018 – October 2019)
·       Distance of Paths cleared : 16k.

·       Number of Waymarker Posts installed : 3

·       Number or Stiles erected : 7

·       Total number of work-hours : 175

·       Number of participating volunteers : 9

·       Number of sessions : 12

·       Number of cancellations : 0 
Committee re-elected to current posts- unanimous
 Secretary and Membership secretary still vacant

A.O. B

Agreed to take addresses off the website but keep emails and phone numbers of committee members (if they agreed).

Area report: Coast Path Festival this year in Llandudno and North West . Big Welsh Walk next year at Chirk June13th 2020

Navigation Training arranged by London/ Cardiff some in Llandudno and others in North Wales- see online

Area AGM Craig y Don Community Centre Jan 11th2020

ICE cards- Proposed and agreed that they be sent out with the CWP to all members(Ron will write a piece for the Area newsletter). Similar details can also be stored on most mobile phones.

Paths for people: Kevin would look into whether this was relevant to us.

‘what three words’ Location finding method. Agreed to see how this develops and whether it might be useful. 

Speaker

 Pete Bland (supported by Ron Williams) gave a very interesting talk on legal work that the Ramblers get involved in. This covered a number of cases including the Deganwy crossing inquiry that found in favour of reopening but we are now waiting for the appeal hearing.
